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1 ^lease amend the claims as indicated hereafter. 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



< Claims 1-14. (Cancelled). 

5. (Previously Presented) An optical fibei: connector comprising: 
\ L bottom portion having a groove; 
i top portion; and 

\ first wedge and a second wedge that are configured to fit at least partially between the 
top portion and the bottom portion while the top portion is attached to the bottom 
portion; 

vherein the &st wedge is configured to bear against and to press a first optical fiber into 
the groove when the first wedge is a^ctivated by being slid toward the second 
wedge; and 

vherein the second wedge is configured to bear against and to press a second optical fiber 
into the groove when the second wedge is activated by being slid toward the first 
wedge; : 
\ tt least one of said wedges being movable a distance sufficient to produce an optical 



coupling of the fibers. 



6. (Original) The optical fiber connector pf claim 15, wherein the connector is 
CO ifigu ed such that when the first wedge and the sjecond wedge axe activated, the first optical 
filler an 1 the second optical fiber are optically coiq:|led. 



7. (Original) The optical fiber connector of claim 15, wherein the first wedge is 
cohfigu ed to reduce an amount of pressure ^plied on the first optical fiber by the first wedge 
wl en th ; first wedge is de-activated by being slid away from the second wedge. 
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8. (Original) The optical fiber connector of claim 15» wherein tibie jfirst wedge is 
cohfigii ed to enable the £urst optical fiber to be renioved firom the optical fiber connector when 
th^ first wedge is de-activated by being slid away fiom flie second wedge. 



gijjed 
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9. (Original) The optical fiber connector of claim 1 5, wherein the second wedge is 

to reduce an amount of pressure applied on the second optical fiber when the second 
de-activated by being slid away from the iirst wedge. 



gujed 



1 . (Original) The optical fiber connectok of claim 1 5, wherein the first wedge is 
co|ifigu|ed to press a first plurality of optical fibers iinto a plurality of grooves in the bottom 
po tion ^en the first wedge is activated, and the second wedge is configured to press a second 
plifralitj} of optical fibers into the plurality of grooviss when the second wedge is activated. 



ph ral: 
wiier 



0; (Original) The optical fiber connector 6f claim 15, wherein the second wedge is 
to enable the second optical fiber to be iemoved from the optical fiber connector 
second wedge is de-activated by being slid away from tiie first wedge. 



2. (Original) The optical fiber connector of claim 1 5, wherein the bottom portion has a 
itM of larger V-grooves and a plurality of smaller V-grooves, each larger V-groove being 
ttmn each smaller V-groove. 



i3. (Original) TTieopticalfiberconnectorof claim 22, wherein each larger V-grooves is 
loi gitud nally aligned with a respective smaller V-^ove and with a respective larger V-groove. 

4. (Original) The optical fiber connector! of claun 23, wherein the plurality of larger 
V-feroo^ 3s are configured to support buffered portions of respective optical fibers. 

2 5. (Original) Theopticalfiberconnector of claim 24, wherein fliepluraUty of small^^ 
V-^oov^ are configured to support exposed portic^ of respective optical fibers. 
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i 6. (Original) Ilieoplicalfibercomectorbf claim 15, wherein the £^ 
second ^ /edge each include a head portion and a body portion. 

1. (Original) The optical fiber connector of claim 26, \^erein the body portion has a 
slcjping vedge surface and a bottom wedge surface.; 



acf vatic n 



surface 
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8 . (Original) The optical fiber connector of claim 27, wherein each head portion has an 

surface that can be pressed to activate a Corresponding wedge, and a de-activation 
1 hat can be pressed to de-activate the corres^nding wedge. 



sec ond 



attlched 



toj 



: 9. (Original) The optical fiber connector of claim 28, wherein the iBbrst wedge and the 
> /edge are placed between the top portion and the bottom portion before the top portion i$ 
att|M^eq|to the bottom portion* 



(Original) The optical fiber connector <bf claim 29, wherein after the top portion is 
to the bottom portion, each sloping wedge isurface faces a sloping bottom surface of the 
portj|on, and each wedge head is accessible via in opening in the top portion. 



to\^aid 



reajectiye 



(Original) TheopticalfiberconnectorOf claim 30, wherein sliding the first wedge 
t le second wedge causes the sloping wedge isurfece of the first wedge to press against a 
one of the sloping bottom surfaces of the top portion. 



< llaims 32-36. (Cancelled). 
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